Mamawi Atosketan
Native School hosts
milestone celebration

On Sarurday, April 25, supporters of
Mamawi Atosketan Native School (MANS)
packed the school gymnasium as they anend.-
ed the Milestone Celebration and Open
House to 12 years at its location and
the addition of Grade 12, making it a com-
plete K-12 private school.

MANS, situated just north of Ponoka, serves
the First Nations students of Maskwacis,
exclusively, but is located off the Reserve.
MANS, which s underwritten by the Alberta
Conference of the Seventh-day Adwventist
Church, began adding high school classes
one grade at o time in the 2012-13 vear even
though that meant admitting fewer students
due to space limitations, Bath of this year's
Grade 125 successfully completed first semes-
et departmental exams.

MANS’ friends and supporters gathered for
an afternoon of celebration, reflection, and
entertainment—including a meal and a per-
formance by MANS' musical sign language
group—to celebrate this milestone in the
school’s development, and recognize the
many private donors who built the school,
which opened at its present location in 2003,

Three medallions beaded by Grade 10 stu-
dent Krista Abt, a student at MANS since
Grade 1, were presented to developer/con-
tractors Alfred Breikreuz (Ponoka) and Ken
Taylar (Camrose), Lacombe resident Elizabeth
‘Tym as representative of deceased founding
donor Mary Krysowaty (also of Lacombe]),
and to Sandra Kiehlbach Toms, who was the
founding reacher/principal of the school at Its
first location on the reserve in 1985.

Stmudents presented customized MANS
mugs packaged with a variety of homemade
cookies to those present who contributed
labour ar cash to construct the present build-
ing. Handmade thank-you cards with person-
alized thank-you me 5 from Mamawi stu-
dents were displayed on tables, One Grade 5
student wrate, “Thank you for helping me
have a safe place to go to school. Thank you
for our school. We love our schoal.
We all love you for making our school”

A recently-completed addition to the exist-
ing facility, added through generous dona-
tions of labour from Camrose Rotarian Ron
Grue and Calgary comtractor William
Piersanti, created enough additional space
to allow MANS' first Grade 12 students to
complete high school in June of 2015.

The “perseverance of the vision of the
school” stood out for attendee Becky Masson
of Lacombe. “There were hard imes and vari-
ous challenges, but iheylwpi at it—and look
where they are now!

Toms, who lives in Calgary, also expressed
amazement at the school’s transformation
from a ane-room school with 17 studenits to a
complete K-12 schoal that is bursting at the
SEAms.

“You do your little bit, emd wonder whether
you make ar like tossing & mar-
hle mmaptmd saicl'[om& “But u.rhenmany
people toss in their marble, look what it can
become!”

Principal Gail Wilton explains the reason
for expanding to Grade 12. “By carrying stu-
dents from Kindergarten through to the com-
pletion of Grade 12, the school can also pro-
vide direction to students for college and
higher education opportunities.”

The current high school completion rate

among First Natlons youth across Canada Is
JQE-ET cent of those who register for hi
school. MANS supporters believe that
extending the unique learmning environment
that has allowed students to score above aver-
age on Alberta Standardized wests, MANS stu-
dents will far exceed national graduation
ranes, This year's 100 per cent completion rate
is a good start.
MANS is dedicated 10 providing an excel-
lent academic program that respects and
responds to each student’s cultural and aca-
demic needs within a safe and caring rural
environment. MANS is on its way to becom-
ing a model of First Nations education noted
for exceeding and changing expectations.
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The Wetaskiwin Times » Wednesday , Aprl 20, 2015 23

WETASKIWIN-CAMROSE

Voting Made Simple

Provincial
General Election
Tuesday, May 05, 2015

‘-\

Official Agents of Nominated
Candidates in Wetaskiwin-Camrose
for the May 05, 2015 Election

CANDIDATE
POLITICAL PARTY/ OFFICIAL AGENT
INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE NO. CAMPAIGN ADDRESS
Bruce Hinkley - NDP Ellen Parker 3712 58 Strest
(780Q) 679-4755 Camrose T4V 4ES
wWerlyn Qlson = PC Malealm Barr R.R.#1 Site 1 Box 1
(780 781-2765 Bittern Lake TOC OLQ
Bill Rock - WRP Robert Foote Baox 1831

(780) 809-1394 Camrose T4V 1X7

Far further information on the election, please
contact Barbara Olsen, Returning Officer at
6022 4B Avenue, Camrose, AB T4V OK3 or
by phone at (780) 678-2491.

ALBERTA POLITICAL PARTY NAME ABBREVIATIONS
AFP Alberta First Party

LIB Alberta Liberal Party

NDP Alberta Mew Democratic Party

AP Alberta Party

SCA Alberta Social Credit Party

CP-A Communist Party = Alberta

GPA Green Party of Alberta

PC  Proogressive Conservative Association of Alberta
WRP Wildrose Party

Find cut more at
www.elections.ab.ca

The Efeciron Finances and Contributians Drscfasure Act (section 20 requires that
Third Party Adwvert/sers must register with Elections Alberta if they spend or planto
spand mora than $1000 for election advertising. Refer to our wabsite.




